Matthew 26
14 Then

one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said,

“What will you give me if I betray [Jesus] to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And
from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him…
47 [While

Jesus was praying in the garden with his disciples] Judas… arrived; with him was a

large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 At once he
came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do
what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him…
55 At

that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me

as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest
me. 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.”
57 Those

who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes

and the elders had gathered… 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for
false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though
many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I
am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” 62 The high priest stood up
and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent.
Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are
the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, ‘From now
on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.’”
65 Then

the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need

witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your verdict?” They answered, “He
deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, 68 saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”
Matthew 27
1When

morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against

Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to
Pilate the governor…

15 Now

at the [Passover] festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release
for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it was out of
jealousy that they had handed him over… 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them,
“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be
crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let
him be crucified!”
24 So

when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some

water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to
it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to
be crucified.

